Introduction
Studies oflanguage attrition have often focused on language loss and interference in a contact situation and hence involve individuals who at some point could have been considered as 'bilingual'. Under such circumstances it is difficult to determine the degree of 'attrition' due to erosion from disuse and that resulting from interference from another language. These confounding factors complicate the understanding of mechanisms leading to language attrition. Many of these studies are also primarily aimed at evaluating morphosyntactic and lexical modifications in the attrited language, excluding phonology, an aspect of language known to be acquired within the first year of life (Werker & Tèes 1983) , and therefore quite relevant to the study ofLl attrition'
The present study addresses these two issues. Firstly, it considers individuals who, at a relatively early age, were extracted from their native linguistic and cultural environment only to be immersed in a radically different miIieu, requiring the acquisition of a new language and rapid adaptation, to the detriment of the native language which had become obsolete. These individuals were then not fluent in both languages, or at least not for very long, thus minimising the interference factor. zo8 Valérie A. G. Ventureyra and Christophe Pailier language acquisition (Lenneberg 1967) . According to this author, a'critical period', or a time-frame during which the learning of a given cognitive ability is optimal, applies to language and extends from age two years to puberty. Numerous studies ranging from brain-damaged / hemispherectomised children (Basser 1962) lo the extraordinary cases of 'wild-children' deprived of language until relatively late in development (Curtiss 1977) , and congenitally deaf individuals having been exposed to sign language at different ages (Mayberry & Eichen 1991; Newport & Supalla 1987) , support the claim of maturational mechanisms involved in L1 acquisition.
On the other hand, the maturational hypothesis also suggests that exposure to Ll may leave long-lasting traces in the neural circuits involved in language processing, and thereby prevent total Ll loss. Thus, according The French control subjects' performance on this task followed the same pattern and did not differ significantly from that of the Korean adoptees. In the Word Recognition task, requiring the identification of the Korean word corresponding to a given French word, the performance of the Koreans (560lo) and that of the French subjects (52o/o) did not differ significantly.In the Fragment Detection task, both the Korean and French subjects showed better performance on the French sentences than on those in the other three languages'
Once again no significant differences were observed between the two groups. Though tttt uaopttî''"ti"ù"tti the higfrest score to the Korean number series, there i' "o "tptitii rttog"itlon of the number series by this group (see Figure 4 ). Yet, tht diff;;t;t" Ëtt*""" the two grouPs 't:'n"-- Resuhs of the two control groups: As shown in Figure 5 , both the P and DV categories were easi-ly identified by both native Korean speakers (n = 12) and Stimuli: Four pseudowords of Korean were recorded by two native Korean speakers (one female and one male). Two pseudowords involving a change in vowel(ibakilibuki) areused in the control condition and two pseudowords presenting a consonant cluster and the epenthetic vowel (astalasuta) are used in the experimental condition. Each word was modified giving rise to six tokens varying in pitch and speed.
Procedure: Each condition is composed of a training session for familiarisation with each stimulus, presented one at a time, and its corresponding button on the keyboard. Following the training session, series of four consecutive stimuli are presented aurally. There are twenty-four such series in each condition. The subject's task is the identification of the sequence heard during each trial (ex. asta, eswta, asurta, asra) . Feedback is given after each trial in order to encourage learning.
Experiment 5: Word recognition
The previous study (Pallier et al. 2003 
